
From: Consul General - Consulate General of ISRAEL in Boston <Cg@boston.mfa.gov.il> 
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2025 3:21 PM
To: Kirk Taylor <KTaylor@masslifesciences.com>; Hawa Fall <hfall@masslifesciences.com>
Cc: Economy - Consulate General of ISRAEL in Boston <Economy@boston.mfa.gov.il>; Consul
General Assistant - Consulate General of ISRAEL in Boston <Cg-Assistant@boston.mfa.gov.il>
Subject: Invitation - Event with BIRD Foundation CEO – August 12

Dear Dr. Taylor, Ms. Fall
I would like to thank you once again for taking the time to meet with us recently. Truly enjoyed our
conversation and looking forward to deepen this kind of discussion.
I also wanted to take this opportunity to update you on an upcoming visit to Boston by Mr. Yaron
Lotan, the CEO of the BIRD Foundation, scheduled for August 11–12. The BIRD Foundation
(Binational Industrial Research and Development) is a U.S.-Israel partnership that supports joint
industrial R&D projects. It offers matchmaking assistance between U.S. and Israeli companies and

https://www.masslifesciences.com/
https://www.facebook.com/malifesciences/
https://twitter.com/x/migrate?tok=7b2265223a222f4d414c696665536369656e636573222c2274223a313731383931363332337d485ad69f1097969d4cc6eb6ce45fed6b
https://www.linkedin.com/company/massachusetts-life-sciences-center/?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_981555
https://www.masslifesciences.com/subscribe-to-the-mlsc-e-newsletter/
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BIRD is an acronym for Israel-U.S. Binational Industrial Research and Development.
The BIRD Foundation’s mission is to stimulate, promote and support industrial R&D of mutual benefit to the U.S. and Israel.

The BIRD Foundation was established by the U.S. and Israeli governments in 1977 to generate mutually beneficial cooperation between U.S. and Israeli companies, including start-ups and established organizations. BIRD provides both matchmaking support between U.S. and Israeli companies, as well as funding covering up to 50 percent of project development costs, up to $1.5M per project. BIRD takes no equity in the companies.

BIRD’s scope extends to Advanced Manufacturing, Agrotechnology, Cleantech, Energy and Environment, Communications, Cyber Security, Electronics, FinTech, FoodTech, Healthcare IT, Homeland Security, Life Sciences, Nanotechnology, Semiconductors, Software, Water and other areas of innovative technology with commercial potential.

Since its inception in 1977, BIRD has approved investments in close to 1200 projects, which have yielded direct and indirect revenues of more than $10 billion. BIRD’s Board of Governors approves projects twice a year. Projects are evaluated by expert reviewers appointed by the Israel Innovation Authority (IIA) and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), U.S. Department of Commerce.

[image: A person in a black jacket

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Jaron Lotan has been the Executive Director of the BIRD Foundation since March 1, 2023. With 40 years of experience in Israeli tech companies, he previously served as CEO of AVT Ltd. until 2020, leading its sale to Danaher. Earlier, Jaron co-founded Rosh Intelligent Systems and led its successful product commercialization. He also held leadership roles at Orbotech, and served as CEO of Tecnomatix, growing the company before its sale to UGS and Siemens PLM. Since then, he has taken on board roles and worked as COO & CBO at Gilat Satellite Networks. Since 2020, Jaron has been involved in social initiatives and business consulting, also serving as Vice Chairman of the Aaron Institute at Reichman University. He holds a BA and MA in Economics from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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Andrea “Andie” Yonah is BIRD’s U.S. Director and oversees BIRD’s activities on the East Coast and Midwest. Based in New Jersey, she has been with BIRD since 2011 prior to which she served as Executive Director of the New Jersey Israel Commission appointed by the Governor of New Jersey from 2002-2010.
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Tuesday, August 12th


Consul General Benjamin Sharoni
cordially invites you to


A Fireside Chat with 
BIRD Foundation Executive Director


Mr. Jaron Lotan


Doors open at 9 AM | Program Starts at 9:30 AM


Location: Residence of the Consul General of Israel to New England 


Brookline, MA (Exact Location Provided Upon RSVP)


A light breakfast will be served


Please click here to RSVP. Registration is required by July 31st.


The BIRD Foundation (Binational Industrial Research and Development) is a U.S.-Israel
partnership that supports joint industrial R&D projects. It offers matchmaking support


between U.S. and Israeli companies and provides funding of up to 50% of project
development costs, up to $1.5 million per project.


The foundation focuses on energy and environment, advanced manufacturing,
agrotechnology, cleantech, communications, cybersecurity, electronics, fintech, foodtech,
healthcare IT, homeland security, life sciences, nanotechnology, semiconductors, software,


water, and other innovative technologies.
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provides funding of up to 50% of project development costs, up to $1.5 million per project.
Since its establishment by the U.S. and Israeli governments in 1977, BIRD has supported hundreds of
projects across diverse sectors including energy and environment, advanced manufacturing,
agrotechnology, cleantech, communications, cybersecurity, electronics, fintech, foodtech,
healthcare IT, homeland security, life sciences, nanotechnology, semiconductors, software, water,
and other innovative technologies.
On the morning of August 12th, I will be hosting an executive briefing over breakfast at my
residence. Mr. Lotan will present the foundation’s mission and work. This will also be a great
opportunity to meet others interested in BIRD’s initiatives.
Please find attached a brief background note on both the BIRD Foundation and Mr. Lotan, as well as
the invitation to the event and a link for advance registration:
https://form.jotform.com/252014048992154
I hope this event will be of interest to you and the team at MLSC, and if so, you are warmly invited to
join us on the morning of August 12th.
Thank you again for your continued partnership.

Warm regards,
Benny Sharoni
Consul General of Israel

https://form.jotform.com/252014048992154

